ON  BOARD THE   VAVDREUIL              49
upon them, beholding a scene of hideous novelty.
These savages, either sitting or perched on
branches, wei'e eating their morning meal with
the voraciousness of starved beasts; their dread-
ful dogs, who were eating with them, had not per-
ceived us and so we could look at them for an
instant without being seen.
The main feature of this breakfast consisted
of mussels and various shell fish from the bay;
but we also saw fragments of two penguins which
these hungry people had not felt the necessity of
cooking; repulsive young women were even bit-
ing into the unplucked wings*
Our arrival produced a terrific effect upon this
family, which manifested itself at first by wild
gestures and loud cries; then they ail, in the
wink of an eyelash, slipped and disappeared into
the surrounding brush, and one heard nothing
but a jerky noise from their throats, not unlike
the noise made by furious monkeys*
We easily pacified them, as we had pacified
others like them in Saint Nicholas Bay, by of-
fering them crackers and bread.
We were promptly surrounded, examined, and
touched with a great deal of curiosity; these
people found us extraordinary and ridiculous to
be dressed; they exchanged comments with an
inimitably comic expression* Their hideous thin
square heads were ail cut from the same pat*
tern, as happens with inferior unmixed races;